REMARKS 

Applicant requests reconsideration and further examination of this application. 

Applicant has cancelled the original claims (#1, collectively), and added new Claims 2 - 
24. Applicant believes the two (2) 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph rejections are overcome by 
the new Claims. In the new claims, there are three (3) independent claims - 2, 1 1 and 23. 
Claims 2-10 are for the "cantilever" feature of Applicant's carrier. In one embodiment, 
Applicant's platforms are supported by the bottom of the pickup bed, and not by the bed walls. 
The platforms hang out over the bed walls, but are not supported there. This feature is supported 
in FIG. 2, and in the description in the third paragraph on page six of seven. 

Claims 1 1-22 are for the "lowered straddling top" feature of Applicant's invention. In 
this alternative embodiment, Applicant's platforms have lowered central and outside parts for 
receiving the wheels of the vehicle to be carried. This permits an advantageous lower center of 
gravity for the loaded carrier. To enable the lowered parts, Applicant's invention has two raised 
parts which cooperate with, and straddle, the tops of the truck bed sides. This feature is 
supported in FIG. 2. The opening for the wheels feature is supported in the Abstract. Therefore, 
no new matter has been entered. 

Claims 23 and 24 are for an individual platform of Applicant's invention, two of the 
individual platforms, spaced apart, are necessary for Applicant's carrier. 

Also, Applicant respectfully traverses the two (2) 35 U.S.C. 102(b) rejections in view of 
the new Claims. Recited in Claims 2-10 is Applicant's structural feature wherein the first and 
second platforms are not supported by any truck bed side. Instead, Applicant's platforms have 
cantilevered parts (fixed at only one end) which extend out over, but are not supported by, the 
truck bed sides. 

Applicant's cantilever feature is not shown in any of the cited references. Instead, 
specifically the cited Hildebrandt (USP #6,371,719) and Schrunk (USP #5,494,393) references 
both disclose carrier platforms mounted on the side walls of a pickup truck bed (see the Abstracts 
and Figures for both these references). Therefore, these references do not anticipate Applicant's 
new Claims 2-10. 

Recited in Claims 1 1-22 is Applicant's straddle feature, resulting from his uniquely 
contoured platforms. Each platform has a central top and two outside lowered parts. Also, each 
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platform has two raised parts that straddle the truck bed sides. The individual platforms are 
claimed in Claims 23 and 24. None of the cited references show anything but flat platforms. 
Therefore, the references do not disclose this contoured feature of Applicant's invention, and 
they also do not anticipate new Claims 1 1-24. 

Also, no combination of any of the cited references makes Applicant's new Claims 
obvious, either. This is because nowhere in the references is there any suggestion to modify the 
flat platforms mounted on the truck bed side walls as disclosed therein, to arrive at Applicant's 
claimed invention wherein the platforms are specifically contoured or are specifically not 
supported on the side walls. 

Applicant now believes the application is in condition for allowance and respectfully 
requests the same. 

RespectfuJJ.y-««bmitted, 



Ken J>i^dersen, Registration No. 29,689 
Barbara S. Pedersen, Registration No. 36,237 
Shane A. Kennedy, Registration No. 54,760 
P.O. Box 2666 
Boise, ID 83701-2666 
Telephone: 208-343-6355 
Facsimile: 208-343-6341 
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TOP VIEW 
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FIG, 2 
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FRONT VIEW 
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In the Description: 

Please make the following amendments to the third paragraph of "page six of seven" of 
the Description, as indicated below: 



Referring to FIG. 2, one main platform is laid across the front of the truck bed with the open 
holes at 13 facing forward. A second main platform is laid across the back of the truck bed with 
the open holes at 13 facing backward. Each platform has a central top lowered part 40, two 
raised parts 41, 41 9 with each raised part being adapted to cooperate with and straddle the top of 
a truck bed side, and two outside lowered parts 42, 42 \ with both the central and outside lowered 
parts being adapted to receive and support the wheels of vehicles to be carried on the carrier. 
The main platforms are supported by the bed of the truck with central downwardly extending 
part 14. No weight is put on the bed rails. 15 is a 1/8" plate cut to suppport the sidewardly 
extending cantilevered part s 43, 43 ' of the main platform. The 1/8" plates at 13 have a square 
hole cutout so that the adjustable anchors (FIG. 3) can be inserted. 16 and 17 are space fillers 
acting as a foot support to keep the parts level when the parts are stored. %" round pins 18 and 
19 locks the adjustable anchor (FIG. 3) in place. 38 (FIG. 7) connects the runner to 20 or 21. 30 
and 31 (FIG. 4) connect the tailgate extension to 22 and 23 5 respectively. The wheels of an ATV 
drop into an opening 44 that restricts movement from front to back and from left to right. 
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